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EDITORIAL NOTES 


THE JUBILEE OF THE S.P.R. 


We congratulate the Society for Psychical Research on its choice of Sir 
Oliver Lodge as President for the coming year. This being the celebration 
of its Jubilee we might expect some announcement either official or semi- 
official which would indicate the progress that the Society has made towards 
a further affirmation of the reality of psychical phenomena and the inferences 
to be drawn from these on the subject of the survival of the human per- 
sonality and the question of intercommunication with the discarnate. Our 
contemporary “Light’’ notes in its issue for July 8th, three utterances made 
by responsible persons at these meetings which indicate this tendency. The 
first was that of the President himself, who, in the course of his address 
said that, in his opinion, the time had come when the Society might express 
its conviction “of the reality of a spiritual world and of its interaction with 
this world’. ‘The second was contained in the message of the President 
d’Honneur, Mrs. Sidgwick, conveyed to the meeting by her brother, the Earl 
of Balfour. It was that she “holds firm belief in survival, and in the reality 
of communication between the living and the dead”. The third was that of 
Dr. William Brown (Wilde Reader in Psychology at Oxford University) 
who, after reviewing the evidence collected and examined by the Society, 
said that, in his opinion, it was “‘sufficient to make survival scientifically ex- 
tremely probable”. -That is, of course, as far as Dr. Brown could be ex- 
pected to go, since the best of evidence can afford not so much scientific 
proof of survival as that high degree of probability which makes the 
hypothesis of survival the only one meriting general acceptance as ex- 
planatory of all the facts. And for those who have the patience to ex- 
amine them the facts recorded during the lifetime of the Society for Psychical 
Research have a cumulative value which cannot logically be denied. 
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These facts point definitely and unmistakeably to’ Survival, or to the 
continuity of the human consciousness in the discarnate state. Our problem 
thus begins to shift its ground. The question is now not so much ‘Do we, 
as individuals, survive?’ as ‘What is that part of us which goes on?’ and 
‘Of what nature is the surviving consciousness?’ And as to this, we have 
many answers from the other side, and the most reliable of these all seem 
to suggest a change of a nature most difficult for those still living to con- 
ceive, for they foreshadow a widening of the bounds of personality and the 
disappearance of many of the formal barriers which, with ourselves, con- 


stitute personal limitations and mark off the individual in his or her mundane 
aspect. 


* *e Ke K 


There may be a loss, then, of an indefinite nature from the strictly 
mundane point of view: but, on the other hand, there is no reason to sup- 
pose that this loss may not be amply compensated for by an extension of 
those more real elements in personality which have to do with essential char- 
acter rather than external differences between one man and another. What 
we really need, all of us, is a greater power of discrimination between the 
earthly tokens of recognition and those of an inherently spiritual nature. As 
we stand here, it would doubtless be a shock to the friends of John Doe if 
he were to lose his most obvious personal attributes and idiosyncrasies, his 
memory of names, his sense of time, his idea of material values, etc: but 
it would be reassuring to his friends to find that in spite of these discon- 
certing changes his convictions and principles remained what they had al- 
ways been and were even more clearly co-ordinated in thought and action. 
And were they well assured of the permanence of these more real character- 


istics of the man, they might be reconciled little by little to the loss of the 
inessential tokens of his identity. 


* * KF K 


The Editor of “Light” goes on to say “It may be accepted as a sign 
of growing understanding and broadening tolerance that one of Mr. Gerald 
Heard’s ‘wireless’ talks on “Our Wonderful World” was devoted to the 
latest developments of Psychical Research and to the work of the S.P.R. 
Mr. Heard approached the subject from the strictly scientific point of view and 
dwelt particularly on Dr. Osty’s experiments with Rudi Schneider. . . .““Spirit- 
ualism’” was never mentioned in the talk; but it was something new to hear 
a broadcaster speak respectfully of mediums and of psychic research.” 

In the press, as also in the pulpit, and in the art and dramatic world 
the same broadening of interest is to be noted. What is really happening 
is that all these agencies are rapidly familiarising the public with the facts 
of psychic research and are laying the foundation of a much more real ap- 
preciation of the nature of those facts together with a greater discrimina- 
tion between the true and the false, between fact and fancy. In this way, 
superstition is bound to lose its hold where educative influences can penetrate 
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and prevail, and the way is clear for the demand for right knowledge on 
all these obscure problems. There is, for example, a notable rectification 
of ideas concerning psychical questions evident in the better class of fictional 
literature now current. One who has seen and can remember the extra- 
vagances of the psychic novel in the latter part of the nineteeth century can 
bear witness to the extraordinary progress made in this respect. 

We write off always a heavy discount for the works of the sentimentalist 
and the sensation-monger, who, like the poor, are always with us: but aside 
from these and apart from their vapourings, the really solid work of the 
psychic novelist is quite clearly apparent. And the same may be said of the 
drama and the cinema representations. Some plays recently produced have 
shown exceptionally deep understanding of the nature of psychical pro- 
blems. And what is provided is bound, in great measure, to be what the 
public demand. 

| eee 

We need not look for any notable announcement of change in the at- 
titude of representative bodies in religion and science. The change is much 
more subtle. It is affecting individual clergy and professors; and sooner or 
later it will so change the atmosphere of orthodoxy that the new color will 
be manifest without any revolutionary change of front. The courage that 
is needed on the part of any official exponent of religion, philosophy, or 
science to proclaim his altered views will not be so much the courage of the 
martyr as it has been. Tolerance broadens, and the declaration of ‘psychical’ 
convictions is likely to become a much easier and simpler matter in the near 
future. We honor the pioneers who have made the sacrifices necessary to 
ensure this change. 

ee eK 


A.S.P.R. SAN FRANCISCO SECTION 

Major Crittenden van Wyck has called the Editor’s attention to the fact 
that the officers appointed by the Section represent the new blood in this 
movement. There are still three of the “old guard” remaining, the stalwarts 
of the past forty years, who have kept the flag flying in all weathers. 
As members of the Board of Directors, these are: Dr. L. B. Blochman; Mrs. 
Emma L. Hurne; and Major Crittenden van Wyck. We feel that in view 
of the persevering work done by these three, the circumstance that they 
have a place in the councils of the San Francisco Section is worthy of special 
mention. 











THE MARGERY MEDIUMSHIP 


Demonstration of the passage of matter through matter. 
The results of Professor Zéllner confirmed. 


By WILLIAM H. BUTTON 


The phenomena herein considered occurred at eight sittings with Mar- 
gery at Lime Street. The first one was on June 5, 1932 and the last on 
July 8, 1932. The sittings were under strict conditions and were competently 
observed and carefully reported. Full records of these sittings are appended. 

The phenomena consisted of the removal of a variety of objects from 
locked or sealed boxes and the introduction of various objects into such 
boxes. The results demonstrate the passage of matter through matter, at 
least so far as any three-dimensional conception is concerned. 

The experiments were suggested to the writer by the results obtained 
by Professor Zéllner in 1877 and 1878 and described by him in his “Trans- 
cendental Physics” and commented on by W. Whately Smith in “A Theory 
of the Mechanism of Survival’. 

Both Professor Zéllner and Mr. Smith seem to have thought the chief 
interest and importance of such phenomena were in the light they would 
throw on the theories involving a fourth dimension. They both dwell inter- 
estingly on the characteristics of a fourth dimension as indicated by the fre- 
quently discussed relationships that would seem to exist between the third 
and the second dimensions. 

Imagining a two-dimensional being as one that lives on a plane surface 
and is not endowed with capacities that permit him to see either up or down 
or to perceive any object above or below the flat surface on which he exists, 
it becomes apparent that when such a being is placed inside a rectangle 
drawn on his flat habitat he will consider himself inside an enclosed space. 
If then a three-dimensional being comes along and places the end of a pencil 
inside the rectangle, its inhabitant will regard the occurrence as a miracle. 
He will have had a true apport, brought about however, with the greatest 
ease by the three-dimensional experimenter. 

Applying these analogies to the third and fourth dimensions it appears 
that an inhabitant of the supposed fourth dimension as easily and from a 
direction unknown to us could deposit a material object in an enclosed three- 
dimensional room and thereby mystify a three-dimensional occupant thereof. 

There is nothing new in the above. These considerations have been set 
forth often and entertainingly by Mr. Hinton and others. They are men- 
tioned here because Professor Zdllner and other writers have referred to 
them as probable explanations of phenomena such as are herein considered. 
It is evident that a control who functions in a four-dimensional region, as 
many controls claim to do, could readily accomplish these results by ap- 
proaching from the direction unknown to us. 
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These considerations also throw much light on that most mysterious 
class of alleged psychic phenomena, the much discussed apports. The apport 
phenomena usually appeal to one as so extraordinary and so difficult to con- 
trol and observe, as to be not susceptible of proof. The phenomena herein 
described embrace the mechanism necessary to the production of an apport 
and in fact several true apports are involved. The troublesome question 
of control also is solved by the apport being placed in a controlled space in- 
stead of appearing in a room, at large, subject to the difficulties of search 
both of the room and of the sitters, although the origin of the object in- 
volved is still subject to those difficulties. 

The only theory, other than the fourth dimensional one that the writer 
has seen advanced to explain such phenomena, is that the object or the 
receptacle involved is dematerialized in whole or in part and then materialized 
again. 

Following is a brief narrative of some of the principal events of the 
sittings. 


The fust sitting—June 5, 1932. 


The writer marked an American half dollar and had the markings in- 
spected by Doctor Crandon. He placed it inside a small pasteboard box and 
securely sealed the box with surgeon’s tape. The box was placed on the 
table in front of Margery and the writer's desires were expressed at some 


length to Walter. After some demurring the coin was placed in the writer’s 


hand and was identified by Doctor Crandon and the writer. There was no 
substitution of boxes and the box was not opened. It is significant that 


Walter accomplished this amazing result the first time he was asked to do 
sO. 


The second sitting—June 12, 1932. 


In this sitting a marked American quarter dollar was taken out of a 
pasteboard box sealed by Doctor Richardson with surgeon’s tape. 


The third sitting—June 17, 1932. 


This sitting produced notable results. A pasteboard candy box was 
most securely taped and was thoroughly marked inside and out. Fig. 1 
shows this box before it was opened and illustrates the thoroughness with 
which the box was sealed and the variety of the markings on it. The writer 
had some days previously placed a marked half dollar in the box—the mark- 
ings verified by Mr. Litzelmann. At the sitting the box was shaken by every 
sitter and each verified the fact that some rattling object was inside. The 
coin was shortly placed in the writer’s hand and immediately identified by 
Mr. Litzelmann and the writer. The sealed box was then shaken by each 
sitter in turn and each verified the fact that it was empty so far as sound 
indicated. Walter then announced that he proposed to bring to the writer 
a present which he had procured in Canada and would put it in the box. 
Shortly thereafter at Walter's direction the box was again shaken by each 
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sitter and all agreed that it contained some hard object, according to the 
sound. The box was retained in the writer's possession under lock and key 
until the next day when it was photographed by Mr. Thorogood and opened 
in the presence of Mr. Thorogood and Mr. Adams. There was taken out 
an English penny. So far as determinable no sitter had seen it before. 
There was no tampering with the box. The tapes had not been moved. 
The markings inside the box were disclosed. Here then the half dollar 
was taken out of the box and as a true apport the English penny was put 
in. At this sitting also Mr. Jones (pseudonym) put a wooden spool marked 
by him inside the very carefully constructed and secured wooden box known 
as the Edwards box, Fig. 2. This spool was taken out of the locked box 
and put into the writer's hand. 

The fourth sitting—June 19, 1932. 

At this sitting a jack-knife was taken out of a wooden box sealed with 
surgeon’s tape. A metal object was put on the writer's hand and then ac- 
cording to Walter was put into the box. Walter then directed that the box 
be taken out of the room for examination, announcing that he had taken 
off some of the tape. This was correct but the tape still held the box 
cover down. However this may be, a small ancient coin was found in the 
box. It has since been identified as a Roman denarius of the Consular 
period, certainly an unlikely coin for any of the sitters to have. On return 
to the sitting room Walter directed that this coin be put on the table and 
announced that he would put it in another locked wooden box that was 
on the table and was known as the Pinney box. Thorogood had the key 
and was not present. Walter also announced that he would put in the box 
a present for the writer. This box was carefully guarded until opened the 
next night by Mr. Thorogood. It contained the old Roman coin and in 
addition a British coin and a German coin, neither of which so far as ascer- 
tainable, had ever been seen by any sitter. It is, however, necessary to state 
that this Pinney box was not entirely secure as will be indicated later. The 
writer is confident, however, that it had not been tampered with. 

The fifth sitting—June 30, 1932. 

At this sitting M. Zeliqzon and Mr. Button held the padlock on the box 
known as the Pinney box. Mr. Thorogood and Mr. Adams had the keys. 
Thereupon there was put into the box from the table a match box, a 
cigarette holder, a package of paper matches, a key. After this while the 
lock was still controlled the box was shaken, evidently by Walter, and the 
noise indicated articles inside. After that and under the same control a 
sponge, a watch, and a locket on a black ribbon were put into the box. 
Then a white light was turned on which disclosed the control that Button 
and Zeliqzon had of the lock and the medium. The box was then opened 
having been observed to be intact and all the objects above mentioned were 
found in the box. 

It must be stated, however, that a little later on examining this box, 
Fig. 3, Mr. Adams found that it had not been glued together. It was 
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thoroughly mortised in such a way as to remain intact as against considerable 
force. The writer had supposed the box had been glued, but found that 
1; had been delivered by Mr. Pinney for approval and had not been per- 
manently glued. The next day it was taken back to Pinney who glued it to- 
gether thoroughly so that it was entirely secure. M. Zeliqzon and the 
writer reported that during the time they held the lock and while the 
articles were being put into it the box could not have been tampered with. 
The sixth sitting—July 1, 1932 

At this sitting the Pinney box, Fig. 3, having been securely glued as 
above mentioned, was used and a new box prepared by Mr. Jones. There 
was nothing in the Pinney box and it was securely locked. Mr. Thorogood 
had the key. The box prepared by Mr. Jones was a small cigar box, Fig. 4, 
securely locked with a padlock and the keys were retained by the writer 
during the sitting. Inside this box Mr. Jones had placed two electric fuses, 
also illustrated in Fig. 4. Both fuses were marked for identification by the 
writer. Walter almost immediately after the sitting began said ‘There is 
a new box on the table—fuses’. Nobody had mentioned fuses and no one 
knew of their presence in the box except Mr. Jones and the writer. The 
writer was then requested by Walter to put his hand on the table where- 
upon an object was placed on his hand, and taken off by Mr. Thorogood 
who reported it to be an electric fuse. The white light was turned on 
and the fuse was identified by the writer as one of those that had been 
inside the cigar box. This occurred within a few moments after the be- 
ginning of the sitting. The writer's watch was put on the table and then 
according to the sound, was put into the Pinney box. A cigar was. put 
upon the table and some other articles. Thereupon and at Walter's direc- 
tion M. Zeliqzon and the writer took hold of the lock on the Pinney box 
and held it until it was given to Mr. Thorogood after the articles had 
evidently been put into it. The control of the lock was the same as described 
in the previous sitting. Walter then announced that he had put a pen- 
knife into the box; also something placed on the table by Mr. Litzelmann. 
Walter then stated that there were some things in the Pinney box beside 
those mentioned. The box was thereupon handed to Thorogood, who kept 
possession of it until after the sitting. Walter then announced that the other 
fuse which had been in the cigar box had been put into the Pinney box. 
This cigar box was then taken possession of by Mr. Jones who kept it until 
after the sitting, the writer having the keys at all times. Immediately after 
the sitting the cigar box was opened by the writer and was found to contain 
the cigar put on the table by Mr. Jones, a Japanese object put on the table 
by Mr. Litzelmann and a slab of marked plaster of Paris furnished by 
Mr. Thorogood. The box contained neither of the two fuses that had been 
placed in it. Mr. Thorogood produced the key to the Pinney box and 
opened it and there was taken out the other electric fuse identified by the 
writer, also a match box identified by the writer, the writer's watch, a pen 
knife identified by M. Zeliqzon, and three keys identified by Mr. Adams. 
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The seventh sitting—July 6, 1932. 


At this sitting Mr. Litzelmann furnished a cigar box which had been 
thoroughly secured by surgeon’s tape. Mrs. Bigelow had put into it a 
button hook, a British-Canadian button and an earring. A clip and a pipe 
cleaner and a small china image were also in the box. The first half-hour 
of the sitting was devoted to other matters, but thereupon the following con- 
versation occurred: 


Walter said: ‘There's Litzelmann, he puts all kinds of things in boxes. I suppose 
you put in a couple of button hooks for me.” 
Mrs. Bigelow reported this to be correct. 


Mrs. Bigelow: “I'll bet there’s one thing in there you can’t tell me what it is.” 
Walter: ‘A British Canadian button.” 

Mrs. Bigelow: ‘‘Bull’s eye!” 

Walter: ‘“Here’s an earring.” 

Mrs. Bigelow reported this to be a bull’s eye. 

The ability of Walter correctly to catalogue the objects in the box is 
notable. Upon Walter’s instructions Mr. Litzelmann took the box, examined 
it and reported it to be intact, then upon similar instructions Mrs. Richard- 
son and Mr. Litzelmann held the box in their hands. Doctor Richardson 
and Mrs. Bigelow were instructed to put their hands on the table, palms up. 
Something dropped on the floor, was recovered by Doctor Richardson and 
put on the table and then put into Mrs. Bigelow’s hand, who identified it as 
the earring she had put in the box. Then a button hook was passed to 
Mrs. Bigelow and she identified it. Also the clip was identified. The 
Canadian button was put into Mrs. Bigelow’s hand and identified by her. 
Mrs. Bigelow examined the box in red light and pronounced it to be intact. 
Mr. Litzelmann then shook the box and found there was something else 
in it. The box was then left upon the table and the sitting ended. After the 
sitting Sarah by automatic writing instructed Mr. Litzelmann and Mr. Kenney 
to go upstairs and get the box which they did and opened it and found 
therein a pipe cleaner put in by Mr. Litzelmann and the small china image 
put in by Mrs. Richardson. An examination of the box at this time in 
white light showed that two ends of the surgeon’s tape had been moved 
about one-eighth of an inch but not enough to give access to the box. 


The eighth sitting—July 8, 1932. 


At this sitting Mrs. Bigelow, unbeknown to any other sitter, had pro- 
cured a wooden box prepared by Mr. Pinney. This is illustrated, Fig. 5. 
She put inside of it a tin cigarette box, also illustrated, Fig. 5, inside of 
which there were several items known only to herself. Walter came through 
promptly and within a minute the tin cigarette box was handed to Dr. 
Richardson who handed it to Mrs. Bigelow who on examination found it 
still contained the articles put into it by her. On Walter’s instructions a 
number of articles were placed by the various sitters on the table. All of 
these articles were put into the box as discovered later when the box was 
opened. In addition to the above a number of calendar leaves had been 
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selected at random, the numbers being known to no one. These were placed 
on the table, and all but one were put into the box evidently by Walter. 
The one number he announced to be No. 18 and this was given to Dr. 
Richardson. Mrs. Bigelow was handed the box and she announced it to 
be intact. Mrs. Bigelow and Dr. Richardson had examined the box im- 
mediately after the tin box had been taken out to be given to Mrs. Bigelow 
and found it to be closed and padlocked. The keys of this box 
Mrs. Bigelow had pinned to the inside of her dress. After the sitting 
Mrs. Bigelow opened the box and found in it all the articles that had been 
placed on the table. Thereupon Sarah by automatic writing wrote correctly 
the numbers on the calendar sheets that had been placed on the table and 
which were found inside the box. 

It will be realized that many of the details of these sittings have been 
omitted from the above narrative, some of which may seem to various 
readers to be of importance. If so they are referred to the full reports that 
are printed herewith. The object of the foregoing narrative is to call atten- 
tion to what seem to the writer to be the most important of the phenomena. 

Mr. Massey's English translation of Professor Zéllner’s book appeared 
in 1880. In it is given an unusually clear and concise description of the 
phenomena observed by him, oftentimes in association with other scientists 
of Leipsic. It is a scholarly production and carries conviction. Nevertheless 
Professor Zéllner shared the fate of all those courageous souls who at 
that date dared to question the validity of a completed and analyzed 
cosmos, sealed and attested by the imitative spokesmen for the orthodox 
science of the Nineteenth Century—men so credulous as io believe that all 
life and all spirit sprang spontaneously from the chance juxtaposition of 
atoms of inert matter. For many years Professor Zéllner was the target for 
continuous criticism—much of it captious and some of it fantastic. The Sey- 
bert Commission took a hand at it and decided that Professor Zéllner was 
crazy. The Seybert fund was later diverted to more congenial purposes. 

It is therefore particularly gratifying to be able to confirm the results 
of an early pioneer in this difficult subject fifty years after his experiments. 


* * * KF * 


RECORD OF A SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET 
June 5, 1932 at 9:15 P.M. 


Present: Psyche, William H. Button and Dr. Crandon. 

This sitting was held in pursuance of a request to Walter on the night before, 
June 4th, 1932, that he would talk to Dr. Crandon and Mr. Button about certain 
matters. Mr. Button had just finished reading “A Theory of the Mechanism of 
Survival” by W. Whately Smith and had been much impressed by Mr. Smith’s 
description of the bearing of Professor Zéllner’s experiments on the existence and 
characteristics of the fourth dimension. By analogy to the relationship between the 
third dimension and the second dimension, it appears to Mr. Smith that any fourth 
dimensional power could easily place a third-dimensional material object inside an 
enclosed space and take it out again: that if this happened it would be a very power- 
ful demonstration of the existence and the characteristics of the fourth dimension; 
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that Zéllner’s experiments were along the line of removing material objects from en- 
closed boxes, etc. 

On discussing these matters Button and Crandon agreed that it would be an 
excellent thing if they could induce Walter to remove some material object from a 
sealed box or vice versa and it was this subject that they desired to talk to him about. 
Prior to the sitting Button had procured a pasteboard box which had contained 
toilet soap. This box was 7%" long, 3%” wide and 1%” deep. The cover extended 
to the bottom of the box covering the sides of the box completely. The box had a 
strong scent of the soap which it had contained. Inside this box Button placed an 
American half-dollar dated 1918, on the reverse side of which he had marked the 
letter “‘F’’ in the word “OF” in the legend “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA”, for 
the purpose of identification. No one knew of these marks except Button. He 
placed this coin inside the soap box and then sealed the box up with two strips of 
surgeon’s tape extending around the box one third of the way from each end te- 
spectively, and a further piece of surgeon’s tape extending around the box lengthwise. 
The result was that the box was adequately sealed with the coin inside. As the sitters 
went into the séance room Button handed to Crandon a memorandum folded up 
which Crandon put in his pocket. This memorandum contained the following: 
“American half-dollar dated 1918—the “F” in word “OF” on the reverse is marked. 
June 5, 1932. WHB’. Button told Crandon to keep this memorandum, not examin- 
ing it until after the sitting. As the sitters entered the room Button placed the soap 
box on the table in front of the medium. This table was placed so that its nearest 
edge was about six inches from the psychic’s knees. Button held Psyche’s left hand 
and Crandon her right hand during the entire sitting. Walter soon came through and 
for several minutes whistled beautifully in unison with the music of the victrola and 
suddenly changed the tune being played by the victrola, calling attention to that fact. 
Walter then asked why we were there and what this box was on the table done up 
in surgeon’s tape. He said he did not like the smell of it. He never cared for 
scents of that sort. Crandon told him we were there in the guise of suppliants for 
his favor and Button would tell him all about it. Thereupon Button explained at 
some length to Walter what he desired. He called his attention to Zéllnet’s ex- 
periments, the importance that would be attached to the extraction of a material 
object from a closed space and asked Walter if he would not do it. Walter said he 
had done analogous things many times. That the making of fingerprints inside a box 
indicated that he could get in at will. Button told him that he understood that 
these things were analogous, but that this experiment was more like an apport. What 
he wanted him to do was to apport the coin from inside of the sealed box to the 
outside. Walter then complained further about the scent attached to the box. He 
took it up and shook it all around above the table making the coin resound inside 
the box. He stroked Button’s face repeatedly with the box. There were many cold 
breezes coming from the cabinet. Walter then said that the box was not big enough 
for him to get his hand inside. That if we were going to try this kind of an ex- 
periment we ought to use the box made by Thorogood. Button told him this was 
simply a tentative experiment to see whether he could and would accomplish the ob- 
ject in which event he would desire him to do it over two or three times under 
conditions that suited him better. Walter expressed some disinclination to do anything 
about it that night, although he said he could easily accomplish it and would at a 
later time if we wished him to do so. Thereupon Button suggested that we try it 
on a more elaborate scale on the evening of June 13th. Walter tentatively agreed 
to this. In the meantime Walter kept shaking the box and touching Button’s face 
with it, the coin all the time rattling around inside the box. There was then quiet 
for two or three minutes, whereupon Walter suddenly said, “Button, what is the 
matter with your box, shake it up and see.” Button lifted the box from the table, 
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shook it and it was perfectly silent. There was no coin rattling inside the box. 
Button asked Walter what he had done with the coin, whether he had taken it out 
of the box. Walter said ‘I might have stuck it on the bottom of the box, what 
do you think?” Button said he believed Walter had taken the coin out of the box. 
After some badinage along this line, Button said, “Well, Walter, tell us what you 
have done with the coin.” Suddenly Button felt the coin laid on his right wrist and 
carefully shoved up between his hand ard that of the psychic. Whereupon Button 
exclaimed with gratification, “I have the coin in my hand, he has taken it out of 
the box.” Crandon expressed the same sentiments with much enthusiasm and 
pleasure. Both parties congratulated Walter and thanked him for the wonderful 
demonstration. Walter said he could do this thing easily and would do it for us 
the following week if we would use the large box, that he did not care to keep 
doing it for everybody for the reason that although it was easy enough for him to 
do he did use up a lot of his energy. He also said that in doing it his energy encom- 
passed the box entirely and that he did not like the surgeon’s tape because he got 
mixed up in it and stuck to it and we would find the end of one of the tapes slightly 
pulled up from the box. 

Walter then discussed the health of some friends who had been there and said 
that he had given them some of the psychic’s energy. Button asked him why he 
could not take such energy from some of the other members of the circle. Walter 
said that he could do so but that he would not do it because he could not replace it. 
If he took it from the medium, although she would feel it for a short time, he 
could get it back for her within a day or two. Walter shortly after said goodnight 
and the medium promptly came out of trance and the sitting ended at 9:45 p.m. 
When the lights were turned on Button handed the coin to Crandon and asked him 
to compare it with the memorandum Button had given to Crandon before the sitting. 
Crandon did so and found the coin to be an American half-dollar dated 1918, the 
“F’ in word “OF” on the reverse marked as described and Crandon so noted on 
the said memorandum. The box was in its original state except one of the tapes 
wound around the box had been pulled up to the extent of about three-fourths of an 
inch. This raising of the tape however did not extend to the side of the box. Other- 
wise the tapes were secure and were put on in such a way that they could not have 
been removed without indications thereof. The box and the coin were kept in But- 
ton’s possession and the box has not yet been opened. For identification of the box 
Button put five crosses on the inside bottom, one in each corner and one in the 
middle, which undoubtedly will be found whenever the box is opened. Dark through- 
out the sitting. 

. Sitting ended at 9:45 p.m. 

Each signer certifies to the facts indicated to be within his knowledge. This 
report was prepared the next day from notes made by Mr. Button and Dr. Crandon 
immediately after the sitting. 

Wm. H. BUTTON. 


L. R. G. CRANDON. 
** * *K * 


SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET, 
June 12, 1932 at 9:30 p.m. 
Present to left: Psyche, Dr. Richardson, Mr. Button, Mrs. Richardson, and Dr. 
Crandon. 


Mr. Button and Dr. Richardson had prepared two sealed boxes and a sealed 
glass bottle, which, at the beginning of the sitting, were placed on the table in front 
of the medium. 


Walter came through shortly and seemed to be in good spirits. He expressed 
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some surprise at seeing us and indicated that he would not do much that evening. There 
was a great deal of conversation with Walter which is not recorded in this report. 


Walter handled all three of the above mentioned articles and shook them around, 
rattling their contents. 


One box, a wooden one, and the glass bottle are not further described, as no 
phenomena occurred with them except that of telekinesis. The other box was a 
pasteboard box in which Dr. Richardson and Mr. Button placed a marked coin, giv- 
ing Mrs. Richardson a description of the said coin before the sitting which she 
retained in her possession. The box was quite a large one with the cover coming 
over the sides of the box for about one inch. This box was sealed with surgeon’s tape 
one inch wide, two strips extending around the box transversely, near the ends, and 
one strip around the box longitudinally. These tapes were thoroughly marked with 
blue pencil. Walter handled this box a number of times taking it up and shaking 
its contents, which could be heard by all. After one of these levitations of the paste- 
board box an object sounding like a coin was heard to fall on the floor. Walter then 
asked Richardson to examine the pasteboard box which he did by taking it up from 
the table and shaking it. Button did likewise. No sound proceeded from the box. 
Walter then levitated the wooden box and the glass bottle a number of times but 
did nothing further with them. After the sitting an American quarter was found 
upon the floor and the pasteboard box contained nothing and the taping was intact. The 
quarter was compared with the memorandum’ given to Mrs. Richardson and identified 
as the coin which had been put inside the box. 

The sitting closed at 10:40 p.m. 


The signers certify to the facts indicated to have occurred in their respective 


presences. This report was prepared from notes made by Mr. Button and Dr. Richard- 
son immediately after the sitting. 


L. R. G. CRANDON. MarK W. RICHARDSON 
Wm. H. BUTTON. JOSEPHINE L. RICHARDSON. 


* ek Ke K 


SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET 
June 17, 1932. 9:10 p.m. 


Present clockwise: Psyche, Mr. Button, Dr. Crandon, Mr. Litzelmann, Sarah and 
Mr. Jones (pseudonym). 


Trance came on very shortly. Walter desired the victrola started and after some 
manipulation it was successfully started. 


Before the sitting three boxes had been prepared, two made of wood and one 
of pasteboard. One of the wooden boxes did not figure in the experiment, and, 
therefore, will not be described. 

The pasteboard box was one which had been prepared by Mr. Litzelmann and 
Mr. Button and produced in a sitting held on June 14, 1932. It was a candy box 
procured from Seiler’s Candy Store in Boston. The cover was rabbetted on to the 
bottom. The box was 7% inches long, 4% inches wide, and 2% ‘inches deep. 
Mr. Litzelmann and Mr. Button had placed their initials on the inside top and 
bottom of the box, respectively. In the box they had placed an American half 
dollar, dated 1901 and marked by marking the upper star to the right of the 
face on the coin. The box was then shut and surgeon’s tape, one inch wide, was 
placed transversely around the box 1% inches from each end respectively joining 
on the top of the box, and then a piece of surgeon’s tape was wound around the 
box lengthwise covering the joints in the transverse taping. Then a piece of sur- 
geon’s tape was wound around the box laterally covering the joints between the 














THE MARGERY MEDIUMSHIP 307 


top and the bottom of the box. Blue pencil marks were then made crosswise across 
each intersection of the surgeon’s tape. 
This box was presented to Walter on June 14th, but outside of handling it and 
rattling the coin inside he did nothing with it. The box was retained for further use. 
In the meantime, a number of clergymen sat with Walter on June 16th, and 
the Rev. Mr. Barstow endorsed across the top of the box “red marks by Barstow” 


and placed a number of red marks on the sides and bottom of the box where the 
tapes intersected each other. 


Next night, being the night of this sitting, the box was further marked by 
Mr. Button and Mr. Litzelmann by drawing circles in black ink on the top and 
bottom of the box, around the intersections of the tape, and by endorsing Mr. 
Button’s initials inside of triangle and by endorsing Mr. Litzelmann’s inside of circle 
on the bottom of the box, and by marking a few crosses from various sections of 
the tape to the pasteboard of the box. At this time they shook the box thoroughly 
and demonstrated the fact that some object was still inside the box. After these 
operations the box was retained by Mr. Button until the time of the sitting. The 
wooden box involved was put into the possession of Mr. Jones. 

The wooden box was of the following dimensions: 4 x 4 x 7, and is referred to 
as the Edwards box, from its maker. The box was solid except for the cover which 
slid on laterally through grooves a short distance from the top, and was fastened 
and closed by a padlock. On the back end of the cover there was a strip which 
covered the crack there, and on the front end and underneath it there was a shelf 
something over an inch wide, so when closed the cover would well overlap such 
shelf. The staple for the padlock was screwed on to the outside of the box, but the 
screw heads were entirely covered by the hasp, the result being that there was no 
possible access to the box when locked. The box was mortised and glued securely 
together. Mr. Jones, in the presence of Mr. Button and Mr. Litzelmann, took an 
ordinary wooden spool which had carried thread and carved his initials on it and 
placed it inside the box. He took a padlock, which he received from Mr. Button 
and which Mr. Button stated had never been in Lime Street but which he had taken 
off his golf bag in New York, and attached it to the box and locked it and kept 
possession of the key and box. Mr. Jones states that he concealed the key on the 
second floor of the premises at 10 Lime Street before going to the séance room. 

At the beginning of the séance Mr. Button put his pasteboard box on the table 
in front of the medium as did Mr. Jones put his wooden box on the same table. 
The third box was also placed on the table, but as above indicated has no further 
connection in the proceedings. The nearest side of the table was six inches from 
psychic’s knees. 

Walter immediately made a number of remarks about the various boxes. He 
called them coffins. He shortly took them up in turn and rattled their contents around, 
waved them in front of Mr. Jones and Mr. Button and touched their faces with the 
boxes. He frequently put one or another of them into Mr. Button’s right hand that 
was controlling the left hand of the medium. (At all times mentioned in this report 
Mr. Button had continuous control of the left hand of the medium and Mr. Jones 
of the right except during the petiod when Mr. Jones was out of the room as sub- 
sequently indicated, and the rest of the circle held hands). 

After awhile Walter announced that the boxes were all right, but he doubted 
that he would do anything with them this evening. 

Presently Walter put the pasteboard box into Mr. Button’s hand and asked him to 
shake it. Mr. Button did so with his right hand, still holding the medium’s hand, 
and then with his left hand controlling Dr. Crandon’s right hand found that from 
all indications of sound there was nothing in the box. Mr. Button then passed the 
box to Dr. Crandon who likewise shook it with no indications of any contents. He 
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in turn passed it to Mr. Litzelmann who did likewise and he in turn passed it to 
Mr. Jones who did likewise. All reported that there was nothing in the box so 
far as sound would indicate. There was then placed in Mr. Button’s right hand an 
object which seemed to be a coin, and Walter requested a white light to be turned 
on and all parties to examine the pasteboard box and the coin. This was done and 
Mr. Button and Mr. Litzelmann identified the coin as the half dollar before indicated, 
and looked at the markings on the box and all agreed that none of the tape had 
been disturbed. 

Thereupon, Walter requested Mr. Jones to take his wooden box, which had con- 
tained the spool, and retire to the back room and examine it. Mr. Jones left the 
room for that purpose and the circle was resumed in his absence. 

Walter then announced that he proposed to put into the pasteboard box an 
apport for Mr. Button. This was a gift to him, being something that Walter had 
procured in Canada for that purpose. In a few moments Walter requested Mr. 
Button to again shake the pasteboard box which he did, and there was the sound 
of an object inside, something like that of a coin. The box was passed around the 
circle and each sitter likewise shook it and heard the same sound. The box was 
then put, by Mr. Button, in his side pocket and retained by him till after the sitting. 

Then, in the absence of Mr. Jones, a further object was placed in Mr. Button’s 
right hand which seemed to him to be the wooden spool used by Mr. Jones and 
which had been put inside the wooden box which Mr. Jones then had outside the 
séance room. Mr. Button announced to the rest of the sitters what he had in his 
hands. Walter then suggested that Mr. Jones be recalled, which was done. 

On entering the room, Mr. Jones exclaimed that his box seemed to be empty. 
Mr. Button told him that he evidently had his spool in his, Mr. Button’s, hand. After 
awhile Walter announced that the sitting should end. He seemed to be in haste 
and very peremptory in this command and, therefore, the sitting was brought to a 
close. 

After the lights were turned on Mr. Jones examined the spool given to him by 
Mr. Button and identified it by his initials which he had carved on the spool before 
putting it into his locked wooden box. The sitting was in darkness except as in- 
dicated and ended at 10 p.m. 

This report was prepared the next day from notes made the evening of the 
sitting by Mr. Litzelmann and Mr. Jones. 

It was decided after the sitting that it was unwise to open the pasteboard box 
until after it had been photographed in its then condition. This photographing was 
done the next day at the Franklin Union by Mr. Thorogood in the presence of Dr. 
Adams. After the photographing, a section like a trap door was cut in the top of 
the box, the box was opened and there was taken out an English copper penny of 
about the size of a half dollar. Also on opening the box the initials of Mr. Button 
and Mr. Litzelmann were disclosed on the inside of the box as indicated. 


Each signer certifies to the facts above indicated as having occurred in his 
presence. 


L. R. G. CRANDON WILLIAM H. BUTTON 
CARL H. LITZELMANN BRACKETT K. THOROGOOD 
Mr. JONES. 
ke KK 


SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET 
June 19, 1932 at 9:15 P. M. 


Present clockwise: Psyche, William H. Button, Charles Ekland, Mrs. Ekland, 
Dr. Crandon. 


This sitting was arranged very shortly before it occurred. There were three 
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wooden boxes on the table in front of the medium. They were as follows: The 
box known as the Edwards box, which had been left there from the night before 
and contained some articles which had been placed therein by Mr. Thorogood and 
Mr. Adams. Mr. Thorogood had the key to this box without which it could not be 
opened. Secondly, there was a box known as the Pinney box, from the name of the maker. 
This box had in it a die which had been placed therein by Mr. Litzelmann and 
Mr. Button and had been marked by Mr. Thorogood. Mr. Button knew about the 
die but Mr. Thorogood had the key. The third box was a wooden box, called the Ekland 
box, the cover being rabbetted to the bottom of the box. This box was 7” long, 
4Y,” wide and 344” deep, made of wood Jgth of an inch thick. Prior to the 
sitting Dr. Crandon put a ten dollar bill in this box and Mr. Ekland put in an object 
unknown to any one else. The Ekland box was then taped up with 1” surgeon’s tape 
running twice around the box transversely and once around the box longitudinally, 
with a strip running all around the crack between the cover and the bottom of the 
box. This taping was thoroughly marked with blue pencil. There was also placed 
on the table the knitted endless rope that had been used the night before and 
which had been marked by Messrs. Thorogood and Adams and Button. It had 


been in Button’s possession at all times since the previous evening and the markings 
were intact. 


Walter soon came through and remarked about the three caskets on the table. 
He began to handle the Ekland box and said he liked it and that it intrigued him. 
He shook it around all over the table. The hand control was maintained at all times 
during the sitting except when otherwise indicated. Suddenly Walter placed in the 
palm of Button’s right hand a small, hard, round object which Button said might be 
a metal button. This Walter denied. Walter then took it out of Button’s hand and 
from the sound evidently put it on the table. After that, a pocket knife was put in 
Button’s hand. Button passed it to Ekland without breaking control and Ekland said it 
was the object he had put in the box, and put the knife in his pocket. Button and 
Ekland then broke the control between them and examined the Ekland box and found 
that the taping was intact and put the box back on the table. Presently Walter re- 
quested Button and Ekland to examine the box again. They shook it and there was 
some hard object inside according to the sound. Walter then sent Button and Ekland 
out of the room to examine the Ekland box, saying that he had removed part of the 
tape. Button and Ekland found considerable of the tape removed but the cover still 
taped down. They opened the box and found Crandon’s ten dollar bill in it and an 
ancient coin, evidently a Greek coin. Button wrote a description of this coin as 
follows: “A small coin, Mercury or some like figure on the face and an inscription 
on the bottom of the back with two figures on the back,” and also drew a pencil 
around the coin to indicate its size. They then returned to the séance room and 
resumed control and Walter directed them to put the coin on the table and said it 
was a present for Ekland and he would put it into one of the other boxes, that is, 
the Pinney box or the Edwards box. Walter lifted the two boxes and rattled them 
around a number of times and. said that he was putting the coin into one of them. 
The coin fell on the floor three times and at Walter’s direction Button released con- 
trol and by putting on an electric flashlight recovered the coin. Walter finally stated 
that it was all right but that he had quite a difficult time with it because when he 
dropped it into the box there was no box there, it went right through the box: that 
it was hard for him to catch the coin after it went through the top of the box 
before it also got through the bottom. Walter then stated that he was going to 
bring a present for Button from himself and that he would put it in one of the 
two boxes. There was some discussion as to which of the boxes he should put it in. 
He finally said that it was inside one of the boxes and to take the boxes downstairs 
after the sitting. He had requested Button and Ekland to open the Pinney box 
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but was informed that they had no key. Upon shaking the box it sounded as if there 
were coins in it. Walter said that he might take the whole box in his direction and 
then we could not find it. He told Ekland that his coin would be worth much to 
him and stated some problem in arithmetical progression as indicating the good luck 
it would bring to Ekland. He also told Button that the penny he had received at 
a recent sitting would be very lucky to him. Walter then said that he had perpe- 
trated a joke on Button. Button asked what the joke was. Walter said that when 
Button’s brains began to work he would find out. Walter stated that the coin he 
brought Ekland was a very old one and said it had been in Egypt and belonged 
to some stone cutter there. It had been connected with ships also. It reminded him 
of spices and other merchandise, also much fighting was connected with it. Walter 
also said that he had heard Psyche telling Button not to get too attached to any 
memento of the sort as he might lose it and be disturbed. Walter said this was good 
advice. The sitting shortly closed at about 9:50 p.m. Hand control prevailed at all 
times except as indicated. The above report was prepared from notes made the 
same evening. 

The lights were turned on and the Pinney* and Edwards boxes were on the table 
but the knitted rope had disappeared. After the others had left the room Button 
and Ekland searched the room for the rope but could not find it and decided that this 
was the joke that Walter said he would perpetrate on Button, this due to the fact 
that Button had had the rope made and had used it before and was anxious to have 
knots tied in it by Walter. Button took the Edwards and Pinney boxes and kept 
them in his possession and locked up until the next day. Shortly before the sitting of 
the next night, that of June 20th, Button produced the two boxes in the presence of 
Doctor Crandon and Mr. Litzelmann, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Adams, Mr. Thorogood 
opened the Edwards box and found nothing in it except the articles he had placed in 
it himself. He then opened the Pinney box and found in it the die, the ancient 
Greek coin, which was identified by Button, and he found two other coins, one an 
English silver coin dated 1837, with the head of Queen Victoria on the face. The 
coin showed evident hard usage. The third coin was a German pfennig piece of 
1876. Button retained possession of these coins. 

The signers of this report certify only to the facts indicated to have occurred in 
their respective presences. 

MAuDE B. EKLAND Wo. H. BUTTON 
CHARLES A. EKLAND L. R. G. CRANDON 
~® As to this box see notes of July 1 sitting. 
* eK K * 


SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET 
June 30, 1932, 9:10 P.M. | 

Present to left: Psyche, Dr. Richardson, Mr. Button, Monsieur Zeliqzon, 
Mrs. Richardson, Mr. Jones (pseudonym), Mr. Litzelmann, Sara and Dr. Crandon. 
Outside circle: Mr. Kenney and Miss Barry, stenographer. 

Both mediums were searched before and after the séance. Psyche wore into the 
séance room a “‘scanty”, robe, shoes and stockings. These garments were thoroughly 
searched by Miss Barry and the medium did not leave her side until she was seated 
in the séance room. 

The sitting was in the dark, except as indicated, and there was hand control 
throughout with the variations noted. The table was about six inches from the 
.medium’s knees and on it there were three boxes and a glass jar, all of which 
were about three feet from the medium. On going into the séance room Mr. Button shook 
each one of these containers showing from the sound that there was some object 
in each of them but what such objects were was unknown to all the sitters. The 
three boxes were locked and the keys were in the custody of Mr. Thorogood and 
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Mr. Adams. It is unnecessary to describe any of these containers as none of them 
figured in the phenomena except as objects of telekinesis with the exception of one 
of the boxes known as the Pinney box and described in previous records. 

The victrola was started and both mediums went into trance in a very few 
minutes. Walter came through and greeted M. Zeliqzon. 


Walter: “What is the matter with you people in this house? What you want 
is seventeen sittings fast and furious. M: Zeliqzon, I will let you try an experiment 
second to none; and the old boy on your right there said he would never ask for a 
box again. I will give him boxes tonight. Any person in this room can give me 
anything and I will put it in any box on the table. 

Button: “Well, here is my watch.” 

Button put his watch on the table. 

Walter: “That is calling my bluff pretty quick. Zeliqzon, have you anything in your 
pocket- that no one else in this world could have?” 

Zeliqzon: “No, I don’t think I have.” 

Button: “I have got something that I don’t see how anyone else could have.” 

At nine twenty Mr. Adams entered the room and Walter immediately asked 
him if he had an unique object in his pocket. Adams replied that he did not have 
anything out of the ordinary and took his place outside the circle. 

Walter: ‘‘Adams, are all these boxes locked?” Mr. Adams replied that they were. 
Walter instructed all the sitters to examine the boxes before the experiment. A 
black cloth was put in front of the Psychic’s eyes to prevent the white flashlight 
from shining on her and the boxes were inspected by Adams, Jones, Mrs. Richard- 
son, Mr. Button, and M. Zeliqzon. They all reported the boxes to be locked and 
intact. Walter asked Mr. Adams to mark them one, two, three and four, which was 
done, and asked to have all the locks sealed. And then asked Adams whether he 
would prefer to seal the lock or hold it. Adams chose to hold it saying he had 
nothing to seal it with. Then Walter said, “Remember, he took his choice as to 
whether he would seal or hold the lock.” All reported all the boxes securely locked 
and the flashlight was turned out. 

Walter: “Dr. Richardson, you take Zeliqzon’s place and give him control.” 

Thereupon Zeliqzon and Dr. Richardson exchanged places in the circle. Walter 
then instructed Zeliqzon, Button and Adams to go out of the room and select three 
things witnessed by each and bring them back and put them on the table. This was 
done and in a few minutes the three returned and Adams put the objects on the 
table. Walter told Mr. Adams to examine the boxes again before the experiment 
which he did and reported them to be intact. The circle was then resumed. 

Walter: “Do you see that lock, Zeliqzon? Well, hang onto it. Button, put your 
hand over Zeliqzon’s on the lock.” 

This referred to the Pinney box. The control therefore was as follows: 
M. Zeliqzon held the medium’s left hand placed on the lock while Mr. Button held 
his right hand over Zeliqzon’s right hand and the medium’s left hand and the lock. 
And Zeliqzon’s left hand was on Button’s right wrist. The light was then turned 
out. With the lock of the box controlled as above. Walter said, “First we will 
put the match box in the box.’ There was a sound apparently of something 
being put into the box. Walter: “Second, I will put this cigarette holder in 
the box.” Again a noise was heard as of something being dropped into the box. 
“Third, I will put this package of paper matches in the box.” A light sound was 
heard as if the matches had been dropped into the box. Walter: “I have an awful 
joke on Thorogood. Adams why put the key on the table? If you think I can't 
put it into the box, listen.” A noise as of a key was heard dropping into the box. 


Then while all three hands were on the lock Walter shook the box and the objects 
could be heard to rattle. 
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Dr. Richardson then put something on the table and Walter said, “My! He put 
a sponge on the tabie. ‘100 bad: it is noiseless; but it is in there.” 

Button: “I wish you would put my watch in, I have put it on the table.” 

Walter: “Put it right in front of the box.” This was done and then a thump 
was heard and Walter said: ‘‘It is in the box.” 


Dr. Richardson put another object on the table and Walter said, ‘Every 
one of your keys are in the box.” 

Mr. Adams put something on the table ‘for Miss Barry and Walter said: “I have 
put it in the box, it is a locket on a ribbon.” All the above refers to the Pinney box. 

Mr. Adams said that Mr. Thorogood was celebrating his wedding anniversary. 
Walter said “If you find two rings together that is what a wedding anniversary does 
tor some people and if they aren't together that is what it does for others,” 

Adams: ‘Are you going to take the rope out of the bottle?’ (This referred 
to the rope mentioned in previous sittings which Thorogood and Adams had put into 
the glass bottle on the table.) In reply a loud noise was heard. Walter told Adams 
the pasteboard box was still in his car. (This referred to a pasteboard box which 
had disappeared at a previous sitting and which Walter had said was in Adam’s car 
though it had not been found there). A small pasteboard box was thrown over 
neat Miss Barry. Walter: “Don’t touch the glass box tonight, but before the ex- 
periment tomorrow night you can examine it. Put a black cloth over the table.” 
This was done by Mr. Adams. Walter then requested the light to be put on so 
that everyone could see how Button and Zeliqzon were controlling the lock and the 
medium. The white flashlight was put on again with the overhead light and the 
box was opened. The box was observed to be intact and the control of the lock 
and the medium as before mentioned. All the objects that had been put on the 
table were found in the box. The medium had come out of trance and said that she 
felt like going into trance again. Whereupon the lights were put out. Walter then 
said: ‘Do you want me to take the rope out of the bottle and make a knot in it 
tonight?” A chorus of ‘yes’es was the answer. Walter then said: ‘He has busted 
that box. Now the whole thing isn’t worth a dam.” This exclamation from Walter 
referred to Adams who on examining the Pinney box found that he could pry off one 
side as it had not been glued. Button and Zeliqzon however reported that their 
control of the box was such that it could not have been opened. While they were 
holding the lock there was no lateral or other movement such as would have been 
observed if any part of the box had been taken out and replaced during the sitting. 
(See report of next sitting in this regard.) 

Walter: “You bring anything in this room tomorrow night and I will leave it 
anywhere you say. You can mark your rope and I will leave it somewhere in this 
house. Keep it till the last minute and then hand it to me and I will leave it 
wherever you say. I will designate you, Adams, to leave the room and find the rope 
and nobody else can leave the room. I wish you wouldn’t tell anyone about the ex- 
periment, even Thorogood. Wouldn’t you be surprised if you found the box at- 
tached to the rope. Don’t mark the rope with anything that is metal.” 

Mrs. Richardson: “Do you know if Harriet passed her examinations?” 

Walter: “Yes, she did. We will sit tomorrow night, goodnight.” 

Sitting closed at 10:10 p.m. 

This report is prepared from the stenographer’s minutes and each signer certifies 
to the occurrences indicated to have happened in his or her presence. 


Wm. H. BuTTON MARK W. RICHARDSON 

L. R. G. CRANDON JOSEPHINE L. RICHARDSON 
MAURICE ZELIQZON PAUL F. KENNEY 

M. JONES NoniE C. BARRY 


C. H. LirzELMANN 
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SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET 
July 1, 1932, 8:30 p.m. 


Sitters to left: Margery, M. Zeliqzon, Mr. Button, Mr. Thorogood, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Adams, Mr. Litzelmann, Sarah, Dr. Crandon and Psyche. 
gtapher, outside circle. 

Both mediums were searched before and after séance by Miss Barry with negative 
results. Margery wore only a “‘scanty’’, robe, shoes and stockings, all of which had 
been thoroughly searched as above stated. 

On the table in front of the medium there were four boxes, each of them about 
three feet from the chair in which she sat. A glass box furnished by Mr. Thoro- 
good and a small pasteboard box do not figure in the sitting except that Walter 
threw the pasteboard box over Mr. Thorogood’s head, and he moved the glass box 
around somewhat on the table. 

The other two boxes involved were the “Pinney” box, and the new box fur- 
nished by Mr. Jones. The ‘‘Pinney’” box had been taken by Mr. Button to Mr. 
Pinney who made it with the request that he fasten it together permanently so that 
no one could open it without unlocking the padlock. This Pinney did by glueing 
the box thoroughly together and delivered it to Mr. Button about four o'clock in the 
afternoon of July 1st. Mr. Button attached the: padlock and locked it, it being a 
spring lock and Thorogood having the key, there being nothing in the box. Mr. 
Button then placed this box under the black cloth in the séance room. 

The other box involved was a $mall cigar box which had been emptied of its 


contents. It was 7’ long, 4” wide and 2” deep with Government stamps and other 


seals on the bottom and sides of the box which had not been broken. Only those 
attached to the cover of the box had been broken. Immediately before the sitting 
Mr. Jones bored a hole in the cover and another hole in the front side of the box 
in the center. Each hole was such a distance from the edge of the box as to make 
the cover secure when the padlock was passed through the two holes and sprung to- 
gether. Experiment showed that the two front corners of the cover could be pried 
up enough to admit a coin but no further. This box was given by Mr. Button to 
Mr. Jones, as was also the padlock which had been continuously in Mr. Button’s 
possession together with the two keys therefor. In this box were placed two electrical 
fuses about 1 inch in diameter and 114 inches long. On the porcelain portion Mr. 
Button had written in ink his initials, “W.H.B.” on one, and “W.B.” on the other, 
and in each instance the letter ‘‘F’ on the opposite side of the porcelain. Mr. Jones 
and Mr. Button placed these two fuses in the cigar box and then locked it up with 
the padlock before referred to and Mr. Button retained the keys until after the sitting. 

Mr. Jones took this cigar box with him to the séance room and just as the sitting 
began placed it on the table. 

From the above it will appear that the two boxes involved herein were first, the 
“Pinney” box securely locked, Thorogood having the key and with nothing in the box, 
and second, Mr. Jones’s cigar box thoroughly locked, Button having the keys and the 
box having the said two fuses in it. 


Walter came through in a few minutes and the black cloth covering the table 
was taken off and put in Mr. Button’s lap. 

Walter said, “There's a new box on the table. Fuses.” Nobody had men- 
tioned fuses and the fact that there were fuses in the cigar box was known only to 
Mr. Jones and Mr. Button. 

Mr. Button announced that the “Pinney” box had been fastened so that no 
person could open it without unlocking it and that there was nothing in it so far 
as he knew. 


Walter then said, “Button, put your hand on the table for a minute and rect 


Miss Barry, steno: 








314 THE MARGERY MEDIUMSHIP 


it there.” Button thereupon put his right hand, palm down, on the corner of the 
table furthest from the medium; M. Zeliqzon transferring his control to Button’s 
wrist. Button immediately announced that he felt something on the back of his 
hand and Walter instructed Thorogood to take it off. Thorogood did so, Button 
still maintaining control of Thorogood’s hand with his own lett hand. Thorogood 
reported that the object, in the dark, felt like an electric fuse. Thereupon, upon 
Walter's suggestion an electric torch was turned on and it showed the object to 
be a fuse marked with the initials “W.H.B.” on one side and a letter “F’ on the 
other. Mr. Button identified this as one of the fuses placed in the locked cigar box 
and also stated that there was another fuse placed in the box which he presumed 
was still in it. 

The above events took place in darkness except for the time that the fuse was 
being examined in the light of the electric torch. Throughout the whole sitting Psyche 
was evidently in deep trance as indicated by deep snoring. 

Walter remarked that both these mediums would be wrecks tomorrow. 

Mr. Button said that he would like at least one thing put in the wooden box, 
that is in the “Pinney” box, and suggested that he put his watch on the table. 

Presently Walter asked him to do so and the watch was placed on the table 
near the box and near the edge of the table next to the medium. 

Walter then said, “You would like one thing in the box. Listen!’ A noise 
was heard as though something had been dropped in the box and Walter announced 
that the watch was in the box. 


Sarah was restless, lifting her arms up and-down, Walter told her to calm herself 
which she did. 

Thorogood: “Are you going to materialize that box that is in Adams’ car?” 

Walter: “Yes, but give me a chance.” 

The above episodes occupied the time until 9:00 p.m. whereupon Walter invited 
everyone present to put a contribution on the table if he desired to have it put inside 
one of the boxes. Everyone put something on the table without announcing what it 
was. 

Walter said, “Ah, a cigar, I suppose it will have to go into the cigar box. You 
don’t mean to tell me that I have to put this search-light in. (This referred to a 
search-light that had been left on the table.) A set of keys, a penknife. Will you 
believe it, Adams, if I let Button and Zeliqzon hold the lock?” 

Adams: ‘“Yes, of course.’ 

Walter: “I wonder why people don’t answer me. I asked who put the keys on 
the table and nobody answered. Let us all be dumb.” 

Button: “Who is going to get nominated, Walter?” (This referred to the 
Democratic Convention.) 

Walter: “Supposing I put the name in the box.” 

9:00 p.m. Walter requested the circle to be broken and everyone to relax. In 
a moment he instructed the sitters to make their circle again and again told Sarah 
to calm herself. 

Walter: “I am going down to unlock Adams’ car’’-—and some keys were. rattled. 
Walter then told Button and Zeliqzon to hold on to the lock of the “Pinney” box. 
Button with his right hand and Zeliqzon with his right hand still holding Psyche’s 
left took hold of the lock on the “Pinney” box and held it until it was passed to 
Thorogood as hereinafter shown. 

Walter then said he was going to unlock Adams’ car. “‘Listen, listen, listen.” 
Then something was heard to drop into the box. 

Walter: ‘Here is a penknife. Don’t let that box get away from you fellows. It 
might get away, so hang on. Litzelmann, I thought you wanted to give me some- 
thing.”  ‘‘Listen—there’s a penknife in the box.” A sound was heard as if some- 
thing had dropped into the box. 

Mr. Litzelmann said he had placed something on the table and asked Walter 
to find it. Button reported as follows: Zeliqzon’s right hand is controlling medium’s 
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left hand and lock; Button’s right hand is controlling Zeliqzon’s right and medium’s 
left and the lock; Zeliqzon’s left hand is resting on Button’s right wrist. Box is 
perfectly quiet, no vibrations. 

Walter then told Button that he could give the “Pinney” box to Thorogood and 
said there are some things in there that you don’t know anything about, I am keep- 
ing it a secret. The box was handled by Button to Thorogood and Thorogood kept 
possession of it till after the sitting. 

Walter: ‘“Why don’t you put something in the box, Thorogood?” 

Thorogood: “I could.” 

Walter: “Oh, you’ve got the key.” 

Mr. Adams had some object he brought to the séance room that Walter was 
going to leave in some other part of the house. Adams put this on the table at 
Walter's request and asked Walter not to break it. 

Walter said, “Well, I'll be!!!!" “Everyone relax now; I am all set. I am going 
to tackle Adams next. The boxes are all settled now. The other fuse, (evidently 
referring to the second fuse in cigar box) is in the box that Thorogood has in his 
hand (Pinney box). I just put it in. This cigar box has in it a cigar as it ought 
to have.” 

The cigar box was then handed to Zeliqzon, by him to Button, until it reached 
Mr. Jones, each one examining it found the lock intact. It was retained by Mr. 
Jones till after the sitting, Button having the keys at all times. 

Walter said to Adams, “You are kind of running to keys tonight, aren’t you, 
old fellow,—large and small?” No response. Mr. Jones reported that the cigar 
box had turned over in his lap. 

At 9:30 Walter said goodnight and instructed all the sitters to go out of the 
room without crossing the circle. 

Immediately after the sitting in the presence of everyone above mentioned the 
cigar box was opened by Mr. Button and he and Thorogood took out of it a cigar, 
of about Perfecto size wrapped in cellophane. Mr. Jones stated that this had been 
put on the table by him. Then, a Japanese ojimi shaped like a skull. Litzelmann 
started this had been put on the table by him. A slab of plaster of Paris marked 
with Walter's mame and the date, which Thorogood said had been. placed on the 
table by him. The cigar box contained neither of the two fuses placed in it by Mr. 
Jones and Mr. Button before the sitting. The lock of the cigar box was intact and the 
box firmly closed until opened by Button. 

Next, Thorogood produced the key to the “Pinney” box and that was opened 
and Thorogood and Button took out an electric fuse, marked on the porcelain in ink 
“W.B.” on one side and “F”’ on the other. Button identified this as one of the 
two fuses put in the locked cigar box before the sitting by him and Jones. A match 
box was taken out of the ‘Pinney’ box which Button identified as an article put on 
the table by him. Button’s watch was then taken out, the watch having been placed on the 
table by Button. This watch had been identified by Thorogood and he opened the 
back cover and identified it by the number which he had on a memorandum. Pen- 
knife was taken out then which Zeliqzon had placed on the table. Three keys were 
taken out which Adams stated were placed on the table by him. The box was thor- 
oughly examined, the lock was intact before being opened by Thorogood, and the 
box was securely fastened together so that no part of it could be removed except by 
force enough to break the box. 

These notes were prepared by Mr. Button from the stenographer’s report the 
day after the sitting and each signer certifies to those facts indicated to have occurred 
in his presence or to be within his knowledge. 

Signed: 
M. JONES Wm. H. BuTTON 
RALPH G. ADAMS L. R. G. CRANDON 
C. H. LirzELMANN MAURICE ZELIQZON 
NonIE C. BARRY BRACKETT K. THOROGOOD 
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SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET 
July 6, 1932. 9:05 p.m. 


Present to left: Psyche, Dr. Richardson, Mrs. Bigelow, Mr. Kenney, Mrs. Richard- 
son, Mr. Litzelmann, Sarah and Dr. Crandon. Miss Barry, stenographer, outside 
circle. 

Both mediums were searched before and after the séance by Miss Barry. Psyche 
wore into the séance room a ‘‘scanty’’, robe, shoes and stockings, which were thor- 
oughly searched. 

This record omits considerable conversation not pertinent to the matters herein 
recorded and was prepared from the stenographer’s minutes. 

Prior to the sitting Mr. Litzelmann had procured a cigar box, 714” long, 5” wide 
and 11/,”" deep. Revenue stamps and the manufacturer's stamps were intact except along 
the edges of the cover. Mrs. Bigelow put in a button hook, also a British Canadian 
button, also an earring. There was also a clip left in the box by Dr. Richardson, a 
pipe cleaner put in by Mr. Litzelmann and a small China image put in by Mrs. 
Richardson. After these things had been put into the box it was thoroughly sealed 
with 1” surgeon’s tape put around the box transversely and longitudinally, the tape 
marked with pen marks and where the tapes intersected the names of Mr. Litzelmann 
and Dr. Richardson and Mrs. Bigelow were written in ink. At the beginning of the 
sitting Mr. Litzelmann put this box under the black cloth on the table, the table being 
about six inches from the psychics knees. Dr. Richardson also put a large rubber 
ball under the black cloth on the table. 

Walter came through in a few minutes and greeted all the sitters. There was 
much conversation between Walter and the various sitters until 9:35 p.m. when Walter 
instructed them to break the circle and relax as there was too much energy. 

In a few minutes Walter said: “There’s Litzelmann, he puts all kinds of things 
in boxes. I suppose you put in a couple of button hooks for me.” 

Mrs. Bigelow reported this to be correct. 

Mrs. Bigelow: “T’ll bet there’s one thing in there you can’t tell me what it is.” 

Walter: “A British Canadian button.” 

Mrs. Bigelow: “Bull’s eye!” 

Walter: ““Here’s an earring.” 

Mrs. Bigelow reported this to be a bull’s eye. 

Nothing had been said in the séance room as to the contents of the box and 
neither medium knew what they were. 

Walter then instructed Mr. Litzelmann to take the box in his hand which he 
did and examined it and reported it to be intact. Walter then instructed Mrs. Richard- 
son and Mr. Litzelmann to hold the box in their hands and to hold it tight which 
they did, thus having entire control of the box with the various articles in it. 

_ Walter: “Dr. Richardson and Mrs. Bigelow, put your hands on the table, palms 
up.” Something was heard to hit the floor and Walter said it was an earring. This 
was picked up by Dr. Richardson and put on the table and then it was put into Mrs. 
Bigelow’s hand, presumably by Walter. Mrs. Bigelow identified it as the one she 
had put in the box. Dr. Richardson received a button hook from Walter. This was 
identified by Mrs. Bigelow. Walter: ‘“There’s a clip.” The Canadian button above 
referred to was put in Mrs. Bigelow’s hand, presumably by Walter, and identified by 
her. She remarked that when Walter put something in her hand it was put right 
in the center of her palm, but when Dr. Richardson put something in her hand he 
had to fumble around before he found the center of her palm. 

On instructions from Walter, Mrs. Bigelow took the box over to the steno- 
grapher’s light and examined it and found it to be intact. The box was then handed 
to Mr. Litzelmann who shook it and found that there was something else in it. At 
Walter’s request he put it on the table. 
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Walter: “I want you to leave the box and ball under the black cloth. That bali 
has a terrible smell! That’s a pipe dream.” 


The sitting closed at 10:00 p.m. 


Downstairs after the sitting, Sarah had an impulse to write and wrote as fol- 
lows: “‘Go upstairs and get the box and bring it down here and examine it.” Mr. 
Litzelmann and Mr. Kenney went upstairs and got the box. They reported that the 
light in the séance room was turned'on, although it had been put out by Dr. Crandon 
on leaving the room. The box seemed to have one or two things in it, and every- 
one examined it in the white light and they all agreed that the seals were unbroken. 

Sarah wrote again as follows: ‘Open it’. Whereupon Mr. Litzelmann opened the 
box and found the pipe cleaner put in by him and the small china image put in by 
Mrs. Richardson. 

Sarah wrote again: “Perhaps you are not so dumb. Get it off in the dark and 
then put it on.” (Evidently referring to the surgeon's tape). A further examination 
of the box in white light before opening it showed that two ends of the surgeon’s 
tape had been moved about one-eighth of an inch. There was no sign however, of 
enough of the tape having been loosened or shifted to make it possible to open the 
box. Also when the tape was pulled off in order to open it the tape carried with 
it revenue stamps on the cigar box over which the tape had been placed. It should 


also be noted that it was Walter who suggested examining the box in white light. 
The sitting was in darkness throughout. 


Each signer certifies to the things indicated to have occurred in his or her 
presence. 


L. R. G. CRANDON. JOSEPHINE L. RICHARDSON. 
CARL H. LITZELMANN. NonieE C. BARRY 
Mark W. RICHARDSON. PAUL F. KENNEY. 


HELEN I. BIGELOW. 
**k eK 


SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET 
July 8, 1932. 9:30 p.m. 


Present to left: Psyche, Dr. Richardson, Mrs. Bigelow, Miss Fitch, Mr. Crady, 
Mr. Wallace, Mr. Creighton, Miss Poor, Mr. Litzelmann, Sarah and Dr. Crandon. 
Mr. Kenney and Miss Barry, stenographer, outside the circle. 

Both mediums were searched before and after the sitting with negative results. 
Psyche wore into the séance room a slip, robe, shoes and stockings which had been 
searched. 

This record omits considerable conversation not related to the phenomena de- 
scribed herein, and is prepared from the stenographer’s minutes. 

Walter came through in a few minutes and greeted all the visitors. 

Mrs. Bigelow: “I have got a teaser for you tonight, Walter.” 

Walter: ‘“‘A box, that’s easy.” 

Mrs. Bigelow: “If you can get these things out of this box you are a wonder.” 

Walter to Mrs. Bigelow: ‘““Why don’t you put your box on the table?” 

Mrs. Bigelow put her box on the table and Walter said “Do you call that a 
padlock? It is like a baby padlock just been born and never did grow.” 

e's © ¢.6 

The box referred to will herein be called the “Bigelow Box’. Mrs. Bigelow, 
during the day of the sitting, had taken this box over to a Mr. C. H. Pinney, a 
carpenter, in order to have it strengthened and arranged so that it could be locked. 
It apparently had been received from Japan as one end was marked “Made in Japan’. 
It was of a light wood with a cover that swung open on two brass hinges, these 
hinges being screwed to the inside of the cover and the inside of the box so that 
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when it was closed the screws could not be removed. A hasp was also screwed on 
the inside of the front of the box and extended upward through a slot in the cover 
and consequently could not be easily tampered with. The padlock used was a Corbin 
lock with two keys. The dimensions of the box were 7 x 414 x 314”. The box was 
put together by wooden pegs but Mr. Pinney had apparently added a number of 
brads in order to make it more secure when locked with the said padlock. Inside 
this box Mrs. Bigelow had put a tin cigarette box having a tin hinged cover the 
latter partially lined with tinfoil. This box was 614 x 314 x 11%” and on the outside 
of the cover was glued a paper having the name Simpson Studwell and Swick, New 
York, “Made to order cigarettes”. Inside the tin box Mrs. Bigelow also put certain 


articles. She locked the box herself and no one besides herself knew what she 
had put in the box. 


Inside of a minute after Walter came through, the tin cigarette box above 
referred to was handed to Dr. Richardson, who handed it to Mrs. Bigelow. She ex- 
claimed “Well, I never!’ The objects which she had put into the tin box remained 
therein when the tin box was given to her. Mrs. Bigelow and Dr. Richardson ex- 
amined the Bigelow box immediately after the tin box was removed from it and 
they found the Biglow box securely closed and padlocked. Mrs. Bigeolw prior to 
the sitting had pinned the two keys belonging to this box to the inside of her dress 
and they remained there until the box was opened after the sitting. 

Walter then instructed everyone to put an object on the table saying that he 
would put everything into the wooden box. A large number of objects were so placed 
on the table. Mrs. Bigelow took one of the objects she had put in the tin box for that 
purpose. Mrs. Bigelow was handed the wooden box, examined it and reported it 
to be intact. 

Walter: “The medium has to leave the room for a few minutes. Dr. Richardson 
and Mrs. Bigelow control the box while she is gone.” Psyche and Sarah left the 
room and during their absence Mrs. Bigelow and Dr. Richardson controlled the 
locked wooden box. 

At 9:50 both mediums returned to their places and Walter said, “I held my 
hand out and a man’s ring fell on my finger. It was in the air when I got it.’ This 
seemed to amaze even Walter. This was a ring that had been placed on the table. 


Walter: “Did you hear that drop? That is a pearl button that dropped in the 
box. A pearl button that has two holes.” Miss Fitch reported that she had put 
such a button on the table. | 

Walter: ‘““What is in the tin box?” 

Mrs. Bigelow: “That is for you to find out.” 


Walter: ‘Well, put it on the table.” Mrs. Bigelow put the box on the table as 
requested. Certain calendar numbers had been selected at random in the dark by 
three of the sitters and placed in envelopes. These were put on the table and 
Walter instructed that the numbers be taken out of the envelopes and then put on the 
table. This was so done. Nobody in the room knew what the numbers were. 

Walter: “Shall I put them in the box when I read them?” 

Dr. Richardson: “You couldn’t put one of those in that lovely ball of mire 
could you?” 

Walter: “I might.” 


$622.4 
There was a sound as if a piece of paper was being picked up from the floor. 
Walter: “Where are the other numbers? I will look at the time.” 
Mrs. Bigelow: “He is referring to my wrist watch in the box.” 
Walter handed a number to Dr. Richardson and said “That number is 18, the 
box is full.” Dr. Richardson put the number in his pocket. 
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Walter: “I put all the numbers in Mrs. Bigelow’s wooden box except the one 
in Dr. Richardson’s pocket which is No. 18. There is a wrist watch in there with 
diamonds on it.” 

The box was then handed to Dr. Richardson who handed it to Mrs. Bigelow, 
who reported it to be intact. 

Mrs. Bigelow: “Did you put all the things in this box?” 

Walter: “A couple of rings and everything I could find. Put Sarah over in 
front of the table till I get the energy back.” 

Sarah was moved in front of the table as directed. 

Sees 

Walter: “The first two numbers are simple.” 

Dr. Richardson: ‘“What do you mean by restoring the energy, to Margery 
or to the circle?” 

Walter: ‘The whole business. Our forces are low. Take down your box and let 
Sarah write. The medium won't write.” 

ee 6¢4 

Walter: “I am going now. Don’t sit here again until everyone is cheerful. 
Goodnight.” 

Sitting closed at 10:25 p.m. 

After the sitting the Bigelow box was taken downstairs by Mrs. Bigelow who 
opened it and there were found in the box the following articles: A pearl button 
put on the table by Miss Fitch,a garter put on the table by Mr. Wallace, two rings 
put on the table by Mr. Brady and Mr. Creighton, a watch put on the table by 
Mrs. Bigelow and several calendar sheets. Before opening it the box was thoroughly 
examined and found to be intact and securely locked. 

Sarah correctly wrote the numbers of the calendar sheets which had been in the 


box. 
MARK W. RICHARDSON MARIAN FITCH 
L. R. G. CRANDON JANE Poor 
PAUL F. KENNEY ALLAN P. WALLACE 
C. H. LIrzELMANN NonieE C. BARRY 


HELEN T. BIGELOW 
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Fig. 2. The Edwards Box out of which Walter took a wooden spool on June 17, 
1932, while the box was locked. 








Fig. 3. The Pinney Box, into which Walter put many articles on June 19, June 30th 
and July 1, 1932, the box being locked. 











; d ose ayy 
, aasvjd ay) pu ‘IeF19 ay} xoq ay) OWT IN 
. e agree ‘iaae sas ont — jo auo and pue re cig lie 
919293] pon payxo] UdIYM xOg SIYI JO NO yoo? JOyeA\ ‘ZE6T ‘I AT O 


| 











U8 


ahieur 
EXPORTES DF La 





i 
ee | 
4 
. 
| 
x 


Ben cette Bowe 





Fig. 5. The Bigelow Box on the left. On July 8, 1932, Walter took out of this box 
when locked the cigarette box on the right and put many articles into the Bigelow 
Box while locked. 








AN ASTRONOMICAL SCRIPT AND ITS 
VERIFICATION 


By FREDERICK BLIGH BOND 


There are certain facts connected with the planetary cycles which are 
known only to astronomers, and are not to be found in any books of te- 
ference generally available to the public, unless possibly to modern disciples 
of the cult of astrology who, for reasons of their own, might attribute 
significance to them. Unless explained by coincidence, therefore, the revela- 
tion of a detailed piece of knowledge, afterwards proved veridical, might 
well, in the absence of any sort of information on the part of the recipients, 
be deemed to show a supernormal origin, or the presence of a faculty of 
acquiring supernormal knowledge on the part of one or other of the persons 
engaged. 

The story I have now to relate is one of peculiar interest on account of 
its historic associations, and the significance which it would suggest from the 
point of view of the biblical critic, since it concerns the date of the Nativity 
of Christ and involves the question, often raised, as to the correct reckon- 
ing of the years of the Christian era. 

In 1924 and 1925, I was engaged in a series of sittings for automatic 
writing with Mrs. Hester Dowden. The purpose of these sittings had been 
entirely on the lines of archeological research; the general intention being 
to gain further information relative to the early religious foundation and 
buildings at Glastonbury. But, as so often happens, the communications 
took on a new and quite unexpected line, and we found ourselves drawn 
away from the mediaeval period to the dim field of the first apostolic mis- 
sion to Britain, where tradition and legend are the only guides, and actual 
history is wanting. 

The alleged communicator claimed to be one Philip, a young Greek 
who said that he had been one of the band of twelve who, under the 
fatherly rule of Joseph of Arimathea, planted in Avalon (Glastonbury) the 
first Christian church in the isle of Britain. This would be about A.D.47. 
There has always been a legend to the effect that Philip the Apostle had 
vistted and evangelised the British folk, but our communicator earnestly 
denied that he was entitled to be called an apostle, and finally informed 
us that he was the young deacon mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles as 
one of the seven first appointed by the Church in Jerusalem for the serving 
of tables. There followed a diary of Philip’s missionary journeys which, 
when published, would make a very readable volume as it is vivid as nar- 
rative and racy in style. And as this drew to its conclusion, our com- 
municator asked us, through the hand of the automatist, with great solemnity 
the following question: ‘““Would we accept his dictation of the Gospel which 
he had written when in Samaria, and which was lost, as it had been burned 
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THE CONSTELLATION OF THE MESSIAH 

As indicated in the “Gospel of Philip’ 
This conjunction of the Moon, Mars, and Venus in the 
Sign of the Crab is stated by an eminent astronomer to 
have taken place on the 27th of September B.C. 6-7, thus 
giving that date as the probable one for the Holy Nativity 
He points out that there will again be a very close con- 
junction of the same three planets on the 28th August 1932. 
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in Athens during that early troubled time?” It fell to myself to make the 
decision and I need hardly say that I willingly consented to give the time 
required for its reception. So in due course there came a complete Gospel 
narrative, and this included a hearsay account by Philip of the Nativity of 
Christ, which had of course taken place some years before his own life- 
time; for he says he was a youth still in his ‘teens when the Master suffered 
crucifixion. * 

In the present article, we are concerned only with Philip’s version of 
the Nativity story. He speaks of the great ‘wandering star’ which heralded 
the event but draws a distinction between this happening, which he regards 
as a mere chance occurrence, and the real “Constellation” or grouping of 
planets in a zodiacal Sign which had been looking for a long while as mark- 
ing the fulfilment of the old prophecies of the Coming of a Messiah of the 
House of David. And it is here that his communication takes on a lively 
interest. To begin with, he affirms that the birth of the Babe at Bethlehem 
took place in the late summer, and we gathered also that the time was 
earlier than our present reckoning, and must be placed a few years B.C. With 
great care he described the form of the “Constellation” as that of a cross, 
the shaft of which was formed by three planets in a vertical line, the Moon 
at the head, Mars at the centre, and Venus at the foot. And these were to 
be seen in the Sign of the Crab (Cancer) whose principal stars would form 
the two arms of the cross. The sign of the Crab, he said, would be visible 
before dawn in the eastern skies over Jerusalem, and the configuration would 
reach exactness about one hour before dawn. Through Mrs. Dowden’s hand, 
Philip then drew the configuration, marking the principal points. On the 
29th November 1924, he wrote: 


‘The stars seen at that time were five, so that number heads 


the constellation. . . The time was that of the Crab. Ye will find 
these stars there; but not as I have made them, for they are further 
apart.” 


The writer was unfamiliar with the grouping of the stars in the 
zodiacal sign of Cancer and it was with some surprise that he found on re- 
ference to tables that this would be the herald sign in the morning at the 
time of year bespoken by Philip. On consulting a good star atlas it further 
appeared that there were in fact the two groups of stars in close cor- 
respondence with Philip’s diagram. Of these, the group to the right or 
southern side is the most important. It is called by the Romans the 
“Praesepe’” or “Manger”. This is a curious fact and Philip comments on it 
as follows: 

‘Yea, that was what was written in connection with the birth of 
the Christ. Ye know that in the heavens are all the great events 
of the world written. Thus was it that the birth in the Manger 


* A part only of this Gospel was published in England and it is now out of print. The 
full text is now available in America. It is issued by the Macoy Publishing Co. Inc., New 
York at a price of $2.50 net. It contains the whole account of the “Constellation of the 
Messiah” in a special Appendix. 
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stood above the place where the Christ was born.” 

It was assumed from his description that the moment of the Birth would 
be the moment at which the Moon would have come to a right line with 
the other two planets, Mars lying centrally between the two clusters in the 
Crab. The strong points of Philip’s story when viewed in the cold light of 
astronomical fact seem to amount to this: 

(1). He has indicated for us the rising sign proper to the 
early morning hour at a season of the year not far from the time 
indicated. 

(2). He has placed the Moon and Venus both in quite 
normal positions subject to their times being right. 

(3). He has given us the quite extraordinary facts about the 
stars in Cancer which were absolutely unknown to us. 

For a long time there was difficulty in ascertaining the approximate 
dates on which such a configuration might possibly have taken place in the 
few years prior to our A.D.1. It had yet to be found that any special align- 
ment of these planets could have taken place during those years. The 
whole question could only be solved by careful research and the final verdict 
of someone of unquestioned authority in astronomical science. We could 
not venture to assume that our extra-terrestrial informant had been able to 
bring through with any substantial degree of correctness what they had 
wished to impart. Accepting Philip’s desire to be veracious, it was still 
obvious that the task of transmitting details of temporal events, especially 
where the time-element is concerned, must be one of great difficulty. This 
is a matter of constant experience in dealing with the Memories of the Past. 
Their essence may remain, but the limitations of time, place and circumstance 
may have vanished or become too attenuated to recall with precision. 

THE VERIFICATION OF PHILIP’s STORY 

It was therefore with peculiar satisfaction that through the good offices 
of a mutual friend, one of America’s leading astronomers consented to make 
a careful enquiry into Philip’s story and to check all details of his diagram. 
He has been kind enough to do this, and although for good reasons, he 
is obliged to remain anonymous, he has put his conclusions in writing. They 
amount to this: 

“This configuration marked in the script of Philip actually took 
place on September 27th, B.C.6-7. It is a recurrent combination 
and liable to occur on the average once in thirty-one and four-tenths 
years; though not always with equal perfection. This “constella- 
tion” may probably have been seen in recognizable form some sixty 
times since the date first given. It is interesting to note that it oc- 
curs again this year, and will be seen in very perfect form on the 
morning of the 28th August 1932. On the 30th July there is also 
a similar, but less perfect conjunction.” 

Our business here is with the scientific verification of a notable sugges- 
tion emanating from “discarnate” sources. As to the symbolic aspect of the 
happening we may leave our readers to judge. 
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The Zeitschrift fir Parapsychologie”’ for January, 1932 contains the following 
principal articles: 

Prof. Dr. E. von Liszt: “Kathe Giindl, a medical medium.” This medium shows 
a reaction (similar to that of a diviner) on illnesses in the body of other persons. 
She psychically “‘feels’” the whole body of the patient and where there is an illness 
she feels a strong repulsion on which she bases her diagnosis. The person 
to be examined need not be present: a photograph, even an old one or the hand- 
writing is sufficient. If she gets the photo of a dead person her clairvoyance goes as 
tar as the instance of death, and she can exactly describe the person’s state of health 
at that moment. She also practises as a healing medium in the most unselfish way. 
She was accused of quackery but exculpated in the court of justice (in Vienna) on 
account of the defence of the author. 

Dr. A. Wendler: “Concerning the Nirnberg clairvoyant Franz Reissig.” Nat- 
rates some cases of genuine clairvoyance and psychic diagnoses by this medium in- 
vestigated by the author himself. (e.g. in the room of the author there is an old 
sofa on which the psychic sat. He said it had been in another room before and an 
old lady with a lace cap was sitting on it. This was right: it was the author's deceased 
mother, recognized afterwards by the medium on a photo (shown to him with an- 
other), though it showed her in her street-dress. Equally the psychic predicted a 
heart-complaint for the author which developed about a quarter of a year later on 
atter a severe influence.) 

Countess Zoé Wassilko-Serecki: ‘The alleged phenomena of Mr. Rudolf Merbel- 
ler in Prachatitz (Czecho-Sclavonia)’’. The alleged phenomena of his “medium” as 
described in a book he published himself on his “Insight into the World of Beyond” 
seemed quite astonishing; they comprehend apports and telekineses, raps and “direct 
voices’. Strange to say, they mostly happened when the “medium” was in the 
street, in the inn etc.; hardly ever when he was alone. The Countess Wassilko and 
Amtsrat Meixner of the Austrian S.P.R. spent over a weck there. They found it was 
all fraud and humbug—not on the part of the “medium”, but of those around him; 
Mr. Merbeller is an old man of 72 who firmly believes in spiritualism and in his 
own “mediumship”. Because of this his friends, including the “gentry’’ of Prachatitz 
(the innkeepers, the teachers etc.), made fun of him and produced the phenomena 
themselves without his ever noticing it (perhaps he is a little weak-minded), and he 
refused to believe it when the Countess tried to tell him the truth. Thus the inn- 
keeper threw a rose over his back, an electrical piano could be set going and stopped 
by a string outside the window in the yard discovered by Mr. Meixner and pulled 
off by the Countess after which the “telekinetical” playing of the piano ceased. The 
tricks were partly admitted by the friends of Mr. Merbeller, they said they had often 
wondered that he didn’t suspect the truth, and it was partly his own fault they had 
had their fun with him, because he wanted to “experience something” by all means. 
The Countess asked them to stop this humbug. This case is interesting, because the 
“medium” is this time absolutely honest. 

Dr. C. Vogel: “From the Chronicle of the Family von Zimmerman”. (From the 
lith to the 16th Century.) Narrates several cases of phantoms who talked or 
rumoured in old castles in the middle-ages. 

Dr. Willy Seidel (the well-known novellist): “The reflex on the cupboard”. A 
friend of the author, medical doctor, had tried to cure a morphinist, who however 


327 











328 THE CONTINENTAL JOURNALS 


committed suicide. Three years later one night the doctor woke with a start and as 
a greenish, phosphorescent reflex on his cupboard (where no light from the street 
could fall) saw the face of this former patient and heard his voice imploring him 
to help him. He tried to comfort the phantasm and it vanished never to come again. 

Dr. A. v. Schrenck-Notzing: “The development of occultism into psychical re- 
search in Germany.” (From his posthumous). To be continued. 1 will review the 
whole separately, as it has been published as a brochure on account of the late baron’s 
70th birthday on May 18th, 1932. 

In the “Small notes” “Prof., Kasnacich makes some remarks concerning the pro- 
blem of exteriorisation as an argument for spiritualism. He too thinks it is a pre- 
judice to say the astral (or rather ‘etheric’) body can leave the physical body during 
its lifetime and yet can’t exist after the physical body’s death. In any case this state- 
ment is in no way proved. He then narrates the case of a medium in Graz who 
was seen to leave his body like a shadow in the trance-state and then went to some 
other place where he did something or other: e.g. once it grasped the hand of the 
daughter of one of the sitters who lay in bed asleep in another place. The gir! 
later on confirmed this: she woke up with the feeling that somebody was in her 
room and suddenly felt a cold hand grasping hers. After some time the shadow 
was seen to return and enter the medium’s body, after which it woke up and told the 
sitters where it had been and what it had done. This was nearly always confirmed 
by the persons with whom he had been. Another case is that of an Austrian General 
who will not have his name published. He, during a severe illness, suddenly found 
himself standing in the middle of the room watching his brother and a doctor busying 
themselves with his body lying in bed. Suddenly he returned into his body with a 
feeling of pain after the doctor had given it an injection of camphor. H. Hanig 
writes on “the artificial production of stigmata’ mentioning the case of the miner 
Paul Diebel (cf. the January issue of this Journal, p.42). Also the Leipzig clair- 
voyant Mrs. Hessel one day, while a dentist was consulting her because of a lost 
object, suddenly had the feeling of being grasped by the arm by somebody. Three 
dots in the form of a triangle appeared on her upper arm with blood streaming from 
them. They were still visible after three weeks. The editor in a note communicates 
the fact that the platform-clairyvoyant Fred Marion (Joseph Kraus) was fined 
2000 M. and his impressario 1500 M. for deceiving advertisement and mutual 
fraud by the jury of Dresden. Prof. Driesch and Dr. Tischner witnessed against him. 


: Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 

The February issue of the “Zeitschrift fir Parapsychologie’ contains the following 
principal articles: 

Dr. W. von Weisl (Vienna): “The medium of Branik. A report of four séances.” 
After the publication of Dr. Simsa’s interesting report of this case (cf. the May issue 
of this Journal, p.127) the editor of the “Zeitschrift” asked Dr. Weisl to investigate 
the case, which he did. As Dr. Weisl came as a guest (the medium would not ac- 
cept anything for his trouble) he didn’t feel himself entitled to demand especially 
severe conditions of control (as a thorough bodily examination of the medium) but 
the medium was controlled by two persons in each sitting, each person holding one 
of his hands, sometimes the author felt over the medium during the sittings which 
he always permitted him to do. Some apports were observed, unfortunately only in 
entire darkness (hare’s paws, a turkey’s feather, a ruler etc.) The table was levitated 
(once while the author was sitting on it) however in darkness; in good red light it 
danced about to a gramophone-plate while the sitters were holding their hands about 
20—30 cm (10 in.) above it. One of the sitters fell into trance also and after that 
some luminous phenomena (like glow-worms) were seen. In another sitting drum-like 
raps were obtained (one in good normal light).—It is interesting to note, that when 
Prof. O. Fischer gave a few lines of the medium’s handwriting to the clairvoyant 
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graphologist Otto Reimann the latter immediately said it must be the writing of the 
medium of Branik and its phenomena must be genuine, though he had never seen 
the writing before. 


Dr. E. Mattieen: “A phantasm of the dying.” Coming home from a cinema the 
author's wife suddenly saw a former girl-friend who had been very much attached 
to her in their youth. She hadn't seen her for 23 years and she looked much older 
and careworn. The next morning she read in the paper that her friend had died 
that very night. She had been out of contact with her for many years. 


Dr. med. G. Zenker: “On a post-mortem poltergeist-case in Leipzig.” About 
three hours after the death of an old lady her daughter-in-law saw a sort of cloud 
or shadow float through the kitchen towards the door, with a staring eye resembling 
that of the deceased in it. Between the death and the funeral, raps, bangs and shufil- 
ing steps were heard in the flat of the deceased as well as in that of her married 
son. When her daughter-in-law visited her grave two months later just before Ali 
Soul’s Day with her children, they heard three raps, and the little boy of 514 said: 
“Don’t you hear it mother? Granny just knocked three times.” Nobody was near. 


]. Illig: “A contribution to the investigation of post-mortem poltergeist-pheno- 
mena.’ To be concluded. 1 will review this when the whole has appeared. 


Dr. C. Bruck: “Are telepathic relations between a doctor and his patients pos- 
sible?” It is wrong to say that telepathy only contains a mental processus (thoughts 
and distinct ideas) as Dessoir says. This is only the case in experimental telepathy. 
Spontaneous telepathy also contains subsconsicous elements from the domain of the 
feelings and instincts. The author has had many telepathic experiences of his own 
based upon a certain disposition or readiness of his which was later developed by 
practice and observation. According to him each spontaneous telepathic experience 
begins with a feeling of strain or of expectation. (I know that feeling too but 
I don’t think one can call it an expectation exactly, though an expectation may be 
aroused by or based upon it. G.W.) He calls this feeling: parapsychotonus. Then 
he describes three cases of telepathy between himself and patients. In the 1st case 
he was in Paris in a gallery of art when suddenly (with no outer association as a 
cause) he was compelled to think intently of an old lady who consulted him in 
intervals of about ten years and whom he hadn’t seen for about 114 years. He wrote 
and asked and heard from the husband of the lady (living in Berlin) that she had 
been ill and thinking of him for some days, especially that very day on which she said: 
“if it doesn’t get better we must call for Dr. Br.’ In the 2nd case Dr. Br. had 
treated an officer of justice,Mr.B., from April to September 1928 and seen him for 
the last time in May, 1929. On June 19th, 1930, he was suddenly compelled to 
think of Mr. B. and how he was getting on. Next day Dr. Br. (living at home in 
Berlin) got a card from Mr. B. from Kudowa in which he gave him a number of 
details concerning his health, position etc. He found that Mr. B. had intended to 
write to him for some days before. Probably Dr. Br. felt this, he thinks, and was 
caused to muse about Mr. B. by it, which again caused Mr. B. to write on the after- 
noon of June 19th while Dr. Br. had thought of him in the morning. In the 3rd 
case a “‘star’’ in a cinema greatly reminded Dr. Br. of one of his patients, Miss H. F. 
He hadn’t seen her for 7 months and decided to try an experiment, thinking she 
was to come soon. He had nearly given it up, when Miss H. F. suddenly came 9 
days later because of pains in her shoulder she had never had before. There was 
nothing to be found and the pains disappeared immediately after she left him, so 
Dr. Br. thinks her subconscious mind produced them to give her consciousness a 
rational reason to go to him—Dr. Br. thinks that these cases are examples of 
“psychical phenomena in every-day life”, not confined to doctors and their patients, 
but which may occur in any calling in which one has much to do with other people 
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if one has psychic faculties. Perhaps the so-called intuitive primavista-diagnosis of 
some doctors is something similar. 

Prof. ]. Kasnachich: “Premonitions and prophetical dreams concerning a death.” 
The author’s wife had several strange dreams before the illness which led to the death 
of her father. First she dreamed that she, her mother, and sister were going for a 
walk all clad in black, and she wondered why her father wasn’t with them. A few 
nights later she was awakened in the night by a bright light in her bedroom of 
which she could not discover a normal source. It was only after this that her father 
fell ill. Then she dreamed she was going to put clean sheets on the beds, but she 
could only find black linen in the drawers. After that she dreamed she was out of 
doors among many people, including her husband; all being in mourning-suits. Dark 
clouds covered the sky, which suddenly opened, a beautiful angel with golden locks 
came forth clad in light blue. He smiled at her and slowly walked into the sky. 
She wanted to show it to the others, but they couldn’t see it. She thought it was a 
sign that her father would recover, but he had to go to a hospital shortly afterwards. 
After that she twice dreamed she was in his bedroom, but the bed was empty, and 
lodking out of the window, she saw many people dressed in black among them 
some priests looking up at the window. Shortly afterwards her father died at home 
in his bedroom where he had been brought from the hospital. The funeral procession 
gathered beneath his window, as Mrs. K. had seen it in her dream. 


Dr. GERDA WALTHER. 
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